Things to ask when considering a beekeeping course.

	Questions
	Johnston County Beekeeper’s Association
	A
	B
	C

	What is the length of the course?
	18 hours Basic, 24 hours Certified (18 hrs instruction, 3 hours review, 1 hour test, 2 hours Practical.)
	
	
	

	Are the days reasonable?
	Thursday, 6 weeks Basic, 7 weeks Certified, plus written testing date.
	
	
	

	Are the hours reasonable?
	6PM – 9 PM
	
	
	

	Is the per hour cost reasonable?
	Less than $6 PER HOUR CLASSROOM TRAINING
	
	
	

	Is the site of the training local?
	Johnston County Agricultural Center, Smithfield
	
	
	

	Is the instructor certified by the NCSBA?
	Ray Hunt is registered with the NCSBA as instructor for the Beginning Beekeeper Certification class.
	
	
	

	Is the instructor certified to administer the written test?
	Yes
	
	
	

	Is the instructor certified to administer the practical test?
	Yes, generally within 90 days of passing the written test. NOTE: Membership in the NCSBA is REQUIRED to take the written or Practical Test. You are required to pass the written test before you are eligible to take the practical test.
	
	
	

	What does the written test involve?
	Currently, the written test is a series of 40 questions developed by the NCSBA. The questions are multiple choice and require a grade of 60% to pass.
	
	
	

	What does the practical test involve?
	Our practical tests are involved and are definitely NOT just a show and tell. We work in groups of 3-5 beekeepers, working with each one individually to ensure that the beekeeper is knowledgeable about all the structures, components, tools and any other things that a beekeeper will see inside an active hive.
· The very essential skill of lighting, maintaining and using the standard smoker.
· Each student evaluates the bee yard, describing any pros and cons that they observe, and what they would do to correct or enhance the location of the hives.
· All structures, components and equipment that are observed are described as to its use and function, and the pros and cons of each type of component or tool observed.
· Each student will actively manipulate frames inside the hive, assess the condition and strength of the hive, and describe in detail everything that they see and observe inside the hive.
· The students may be required to diagnose, evaluate and provide possible solutions to common problems such as
· Robbing
· Swarming
· Combining hives / Splitting hives
· Requeening
· identifying / evaluating food stores and allocation of resources inside the hive
· Installing Package Bees / Installing Nucs

· Students are required to know and explain the pros and cons of options available to beekeepers such as
· deep, medium, and shallow hive bodies
· wired vs unwired, reasons and function

· cross wired methodology and purpose

· Plastic frames/wax foundation
· Free form comb

· Identification of structures found inside the hive, including honey comb, capped and uncapped honey, brood cells, drone cells, queen cells, propolis, and pollen

· Various methods of collecting honey from the hive
· Other products within the hive
· 8 frame vs 10 frame systems
· Migratory vs telescoping covers

· Various feeding systems available
· Recognition and treatment of common pests and diseases found in hives
· Evaluation of the brood pattern as an indication of queen vitality
· The proper use and various properties of the standard hive tool, and any other available tools that might be used in the hive examination
· The pros and cons of package bees vs Nucs

· The description of package bees and nucs
· Queen excluders, yea or nay and why?

· IPM bottom boards

· Inner covers
	
	
	


We understand that you have many options for your training, and we appreciate the fact that you are considering the Johnston County Beekeeper’s Association as your training partner. We work hard to ensure that each student receives the instruction required to become a beginner beekeeper. While there is no person, no class, no video, or no book that will give you all that you need to be a beekeeper, we can provide you with a firm basic level of instruction on which you can build with experience and additional training.
Experience can be an expensive teacher. Don’t let experience be your only teacher. Don’t trust your future in beekeeping to what you learn “on the fly”.  
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