JCBA Fall Beginning Beekeeper Course


 This class provides a wide range of information about bees and beekeeping, and is the first step to N.C. Certified Beekeeper. Completion of the Certification Level will prepare the student to establish, operate, and maintain their own hives. The Basic Course provides information for potential beekeepers, as well as others interested in pollinators. This is an Entry Level Course in beekeeping.
Course Syllabus
	Class 1
July 30
6-9 PM
	Beekeeping History: Trace the fascinating story of beekeeping, from prehistory to its introduction into the Americas, and learn how important bees are to modern agriculture, nutrition,  and medicine.  Follow the methods and techniques in which bees have been used in medicine and warfare for centuries. Discover exactly what it takes, in equipment, finances, and time, to become a hobbyist beekeeper. Learn the how and why “Africanized” bees were introduced into South America, and discuss the impact of this introduction on beekeeping in South and Central America, and its potential impact on Agriculture in the U.S. See the development and evolution of beekeeping equipment, tools and methods.

	Class 2
Aug 6
6-9 PM


	Bee Biology: To know beekeeping, you must know the life cycles, behaviors, and physiology of the honeybee. From the intricate social structure of the hive to the complex and beautifully intricate structure of the comb within the hive, the honeybee offers a fascinating view into the world of a very small group of “domesticated” insects. A beekeeper must learn to understand and anticipate normal bee activity and work “with” the bees instead of trying to force bees to “work with you”. Trying to make the bees work your way is a losing battle. 

	Class 3
Aug 13
6-9 PM
	Insect Pests/Disease: Several pests are important to the beekeeping industry. Learn how to identify, control, and eliminate these pests. Learn techniques using industry standard controls as well as organic and passive methods for control of many of the pests.

	Class 4
Aug 20
6-9 PM
	Fall / Winter Management: All beekeeping begins in the Fall. Proper management in Fall and Winter is essential to good production in the Spring. Learn how to evaluate the condition of your hives to ensure that they are properly prepared for Winter and how to remedy any shortfalls or deficiencies. This is also the week you learn about the many variations of tools, gadgets, and equipment used by beekeepers, with pros and cons presented for each item.

	Class 5
Sept 3
6-9 PM
	Spring / Summer Management: Spring is the time that brings joy to bees as well as beekeepers. Early nectar and pollen sources are discussed and preparations are made to ensure that the hive is strong and healthy. Swarm prevention, control, and capture, plus splits, combines, nucs, package bees, and other basic techniques  are covered. 

	Class 6
Sept 10
6-9 PM
	Harvesting Products of the Hive: Honey may be the only product of the hive of which most non beekeepers are aware, but in this class, we discuss the other potential products and the techniques, methods, and equipment to collect and process the products of the hive. There are discussions of the many forms of honey, as well as techniques to collect and store the honey, ranging from simple techniques of small beekeepers, to more elaborate systems if you have several hives.

	Class 7
Sept 17
6-9 PM
	Review for Written / Practical Test: This session is reserved to prepare for the written and practical test. While not required for those that do not wish to pursue the Certification program, it is highly recommended to those that are newbie, wannabee, or inexperienced beekeepers. Demonstrations of the smoker, hive tool, and hive structures are presented. All students are invited to this session. 


	Class 8
Sept 24
6-8 PM
	Written Test: In this session, we will administer the written test to all those that wish to pursue this level. Students must pass the Written Test to be eligible for the Practical Test. Students must have a current membership in the NCSBA to take the written test. Membership number must be presented prior to taking the test. There is a $10 fee to retake the Written Test.

	Practical Test
usually within 90 days of Written Test
	Our practical test is much more involved than a group show and tell. We work in groups of 3-5 beekeepers in an active beehive, working with each student to ensure that the beekeeper is knowledgeable about all the structures, components, tools and any other things that a beekeeper will normally see inside an active hive. The technique for lighting the smoker, proper use and practices with the smoker and hive tool, and other techniques are covered prior to the actual practical test. Completion of this test will provide the new beekeeper with the basic skills to manipulate a hive.


OPEN TO ALL. For questions, send email to jocobee@earthlink.net. Class taught by Ray Hunt, Master Beekeeper, Clayton, NC, with many years of experience in beekeeping, instructional design, and technical presentation. Ray Hunt is registered by the NCSBA as instructor and proctor for the Written and Practical Test for the N.C. Certified Beekeeper Level. 
We understand that you have many options for your training, and we appreciate the fact that you are considering the Johnston County Beekeeper’s Association as your training partner. We work hard to ensure that each student receives the instruction required to become a beginner beekeeper. While there is no person, no class, no video, or no book that will give you all that you need to be a beekeeper, we can provide you with a firm basic level of instruction on which you can build with experience and additional training.
Experience can be an expensive teacher. Don’t let experience be your only teacher. Don’t trust your future in beekeeping to what you learn “on the fly”.  
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